
Youth Without  Shel ter 

In Transition 

 My name is Jeff.  I currently live at Youth Without Shelter. The reason I 
reside here is because seven months ago I was disowned.  First by my common- 
law relationship and secondly by my immediate family.  Their reason was ñJeff, 
you drink too much.ò  Thatôs partially true.  I was coping with alcoholism.  Their 
unsaid reason was ñHow much money do you have for us?ò  Itôs pretty simple in 
their eyes.  If I donôt have money then I donôt have them. 

 I consider myself to be ambitious and have a positive attitude. Iôve always 
been on my feet so to speak. But from my disownment circumstances, it left me 
emotionally broken and filled with depression.  YWS helped me deal with this.  

 Through YWS guidance and support I was encouraged to go back to 
school and earn my high school diploma.  I am currently attending an adult edu-
cation centre where I am receiving 80ôs in my studies.  All of my school supplies 
were provided by YWS.  Theyôve even clothed me. 

 Before I returned to school I would join a program here at YWS called 
Steps.  The Steps Program taught me various life skills and even gave me a better 
understanding of the Landlord And Tenant Act. 

 What it comes down to 
is the staff here do care, they 
enjoy the look on our faces 
when we feel a sense of accom-
plishment.  For youth who are 
in this situation using YWS and 
its resources is a step in the 
right direction to success. 

 

It is impossible for me to write 
down the level of appreciation I 
have for Youth Without Shelter 
and all of its supporters. 

 

Jeff 
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Our vision 

To end homelessness, one 
youth at a time, one step at a 

time. 

 

 

 

 

April 2009 

Coping with alcoholism, depression and  
no place to call home.  YWS helped me. 
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What is blue, green, tan and white at YWS? 

. 

YWS Wish List 
 

60% of the youth who 
seek shelter at YWS are 
male.  In one year up to 

600 young men can arrive 
at YWS in need of cloth-
ing.  Many arrive with 
little more than the 

clothes on their back.  

Urgently needed are: 

 

New menôs jeans 

(sizes:  large, extra-large) 

 

New menôs running shoes 

(sizes:  10,11,12) 

 

New menôs boxer shorts 

(sizes:  large, extra-large) 

 
 

A Room Mates bedroom 
For young people who have no place to call their own, Room Mates adds that touch of 
home to a bedroom at YWS.  Room Mates donors have now sponsored and brought 
color to 18 of the shelterôs 30 bedrooms.  Youth residents describe the Room Mates 
rooms as:  ñ�E�U�L�J�K�W�����F�R�O�R�U�I�X�O�����K�D�S�S�\�����E�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O�����P�R�U�H���O�L�N�H���K�R�P�H�������X�V�����D���I�U�H�V�K���V�W�D�U�W���W�R���W�K�H���G�D�\�´������
Only twelve bedrooms remain to be sponsored in the Room Mates Program.   A safe, 
welcoming  environment is a key element in meeting the diverse needs of the over 
1,000 youth who each year seek solutions to their homelessness at YWS. You are  

invited to visit a Room Mates room.  To book your personal tour of Youth Without 
Shelter call the Development Office at 416.748.0110 ext. 26. 

Tis the season to deck the halls 
Just before Christmas over 75 guests gath-
ered at a local Etobicoke residence for a 
morning of seasonal festivity and an oppor-
tunity to raise funds for the YWS Room 
Mates Program.  This event was generously 
hosted by Margaret Bangia and Heather 
Esplen.  By coming together as a commu-
nity sufficient funds were raised to trans-
form through painting two bedrooms in the 
emergency residence at YWS.  The first of 
the two rooms was creatively painted in Feb-
ruary.  Here is what the young woman who 
currently calls Room #7 home had to say: 

 

�³�,���Z�R�X�O�G���O�L�N�H���W�R���W�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X���J�X�\�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���E�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O��
job you did to my room.  Being in this situation a 
room is normally just a room.  But each time I 
enter my room it now feels like mine.  I take 
pride in something simple as where I rest my 

�K�H�D�G�����,�W���L�V���Q�R�Z���V�R�P�H�Z�K�H�U�H���,���F�D�Q���U�H�I�O�H�F�W���´ 

 
Thank you to the following businesses and 
individuals who donated raffle prizes and 
food for Tis the season to deck the halls:  
Benjamin Moore & Co. Limited, Carlôs 
Custom Framing & Gallery, Cobblestone 
Kitchens Inc., Dania Madera-Lerman, Ar-
mocida Family, Flow Restaurant + Lounge, 
Hair Avanti, Java Joes Thorncrest Plaza, 
Hackney Family, Rizo, Lola and Company, 
Thorncrest IGA, Vanderfleet Flowers and 
Windergarden. 

Christmas Cookies for Teens: Gillian and Meredith 
(above) baked 89 dozen cookies and sold them far and 

wide to sponsor Room Mates Room #9. 

Karen and Roman add stripes to Room Mates Room 
#15 


