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He touched our lives 
 I rushed my daughter to the emergency room with appendicitis symptoms. 
There were a grand assortment of people including a young man accompanied by a 
young woman near his age and a woman I supposed was his mother.  He seemed to be in 
pain, and because the wait was getting longer and longer he was verbalizing that he 
wished he could just go, he hated hospitals.  About 11 pm. the mother and daughter left.  
By this time it was apparent that the woman was the girlôs mother, not the boyôs.  After 
we sat there for a while he began to visit with us.  He  had a bad cold, had been coughing 
for about three weeks and his side was very sore.   

 As we visited, I discovered he was a pleasant young man.  He volunteered at the 
library, worked hard at his studies, had some good friends, a girl friend, and tried to stay 
out of trouble and away from the rough crowd. I asked him how he was going to get 
home and he said it was no trouble as he only lived about 20 to 30 minutes away.  It was 
a very cold evening.  As the time passed, I wondered if he had a bus pass or if his mother 
and father would worry about him?   

 He visited with us some more. I offered him the change for the bus and looked 
at him, and said, ñIôm sure your parents wouldnôt want you walking home in this cold 
weather tonight.ò He looked at me, sputtered a bit and said thanks. Then he added:  
ñMy mom lives in Mississauga and I donôt know where my dad is.  I live at Youth With-
out Shelter.ò  My eyes wide open, I shared with him about St. Lukeôs monthly meals 
there and how we have been so blessed to be connected with that organization.  He said 
he really liked it there.  They were a good place. 

 Because it was well after mid-
night, we offered him a ride home and 
visited all the way.  We dropped him 
off, said our goodbyes and he said, ñIf 
you ever need any help at the church, 
just call and ask for me.  Iôll be right 
down.ò 

 My daughter and I talked all 
the way home.  We talked about the 
young man, about YWS, about situa-
tions where good young people feel the 
need to leave home.  He touched our 
lives.     

Reverend Leigh Olson   

St. Lukeõs United Church 

(excerpt used with permission) 
Stepping into YWS. Photo credit:  Bart Synowiec 
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Congratulations to our high school graduates 

. 

YWS Wish List 
 

Back to school supplies: 

Pens 

Notebooks 

Graph paper 

Scissors 

Glue sticks 

Liquid paper 

Tape with dispensers 

Memory sticks (USB key) 

Backpacks 

 

&  

 

Towels 

Twin size bed sheets 

Hair brushes 

Hair ties 

TTC Tokens 

Small alarm clocks 

 

 

The dining room of the Stay in School Program was packed with YWS staff and youth 
on Thursday, June 25th to celebrate the high school graduations of five Stay in School 
Program residents.  They did it!  Each graduate was awarded a congratulatory recogni-
tion medal donated by the I.O.D.E. Kathleen Drope Chapter.  What is next for these 
graduates?  Four are off to college where studies include:  nursing, correctional services 
worker,  psychology, music production and journalism . One is returning to high school 
to secure additional credits to for future career options. Since opening in 2007 the Stay 
in School Program has celebrated 14 high school graduations.  Way to go graduates. 

From left to right: Kelly (YWS Program Manager), Magetha, 
sharing her graduation success, Laura (YWS Housing Coordina-
tor) 

Goodbye Kelly 
In July YWS said goodbye to 
our Program Manager, Kelly.  
Kelly joined YWS in 1996 as 
a Case Manager.  She de-
signed and initiated the YWS 
Community Housing and 
Support Program.  Kelly was 
also instrumental in develop-
ing the Stay in School Pro-
gram from concept to open-
ing. To this day, youth who 
had Kelly as a Case Manager 
come back to update her on 
their life passages.  Congratu-
lations to Kelly as she joins 
Humber College as an in-
structor educating the next 
generation of Child and 
Youth Care Workers. 

Student led fashion show benefits YWS 

ñOxygenò cheque presentation. Left to right:  Bill Zerter, 
YWS Board Chair, Mentor College Fashion Show Com-
mittee, Trish Vendittelli, Mentor College Staff Sponsor 

ñOxygenò is life-sustaining.  Oxygen 
was the  very appropriate theme for 
the 13th annual Mentor College 
Fashion Show.  YWS was selected as 
a charity recipient of the 2009 stu-
dent led professional production.  
Several YWS residents had the op-
portunity to attend the show in 
April.  Never having been to a show, 
they were nervous, not knowing 
what to expect. Hereôs what they had 
to say: ñThe experience was a first and 
magnificent.  I learned something special 
that night, helping.ò ñIt showed me how 
much they wanted to help.ò  Thank you 
Mentor College students for your 
outstanding $20,000 donation. 


